
 

Protecting health from climate change: Connecting science, policy, and people

   
   
   
Abstract:

A new report from WHO presents an overview of the science of the links between climate change and
human health. It provides an update of the evidence on health risks caused by climate change, describes
which populations are most vulnerable, and outlines the actions that will be necessary to protect health from
climate change. Although climate change presents a very serious threat to global public health, the key
messages of the report are positive. The health sector already has at its disposal a number of effective
interventions that would save lives now and reduce vulnerability to climate change in the future. In addition,
there are many policy options in sectors such as transport and energy production, that could simultaneously
improve health and reduce emissions of greenhouse gases that cause climate change. The report notes the
rapid increase in engagement by the health community on climate change and health, and outlines priority
actions to further support healthy and sustainable development. --Excerpted text.

Source: http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/44246/1/9789241598880_eng.pdf   

Resource Description

Climate Scenario :  

specification of climate scenario (set of assumptions about future states related to climate)

 Special Report on Emissions Scenarios (SRES)

Special Report on Emissions Scenarios (SRES) Scenario: SRES A1, SRES A2, SRES B1

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Health Professional, Policymaker

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Air Pollution, Ecosystem Changes, Extreme Weather Event, Food/Water Quality, Food/Water Security,

Author(s): World Health Organization (WHO)
Year: 2009

Publisher: World Health Organization (WHO) (Geneva, Switzerland)
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 Air Pollution, Ecosystem Changes, Extreme Weather Event, Food/Water Quality, Food/Water Security,
Food/Water Security, Glacier/Snow Melt, Human Conflict/Displacement, Human Conflict/Displacement,
Indoor Environment, Precipitation, Sea Level Rise, Temperature, Other Exposure

Air Pollution: Allergens, Interaction with Temperature, Ozone, Particulate Matter

Extreme Weather Event: Drought, Flooding, Hurricanes/Cyclones, Landslides

Food/Water Quality: Pathogen

Food/Water Security: Agricultural Productivity, Food Access/Distribution, Nutritional Quality

Temperature: Extreme Heat, Fluctuations

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Arctic, Mountain, Ocean/Coastal, Tropical, Urban

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Co-Benefit/Co–Harm (Adaption/Mitigation):  

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases 

A focus of content

Health Co-Benefit/Co-Harm (Family Planning/Population Reduction):  

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to promote family planning or
reduce population growth as a climate change adaptation or mitigation measure

 A focus of content

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Cancer, Cardiovascular Effect, Infectious Disease, Injury, Mental Health/Stress, Morbidity/Mortality,
Neurological Effect, Respiratory Effect

Cardiovascular Effect: Stroke, Other Cardiovascular Effect

Cardiovascular Disease (other): Heart disease

Infectious Disease: Foodborne/Waterborne Disease, Vectorborne Disease, Zoonotic Disease

Foodborne/Waterborne Disease: Cholera, General Foodborne/Waterborne Disease,
Salmonellosis, Schistosomiasis, Other Diarrheal Disease

Vectorborne Disease: General Vectorborne, Mosquito-borne Disease, Tick-borne Disease

Mosquito-borne Disease: Chikungunya, Dengue, Malaria

Page 2 of 3

Climate Change and Human Health Literature Portal

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?



Tick-borne Disease: Lyme Disease, Tick-borne Encephalitis

Zoonotic Disease: General Zoonotic Disease

Mental Health Effect/Stress: Mood Disorder

Respiratory Effect: Asthma

Medical Community Engagement:  

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation, Mitigation

Model/Methodology:  

type of model used or methodology development is a focus of resource

 Cost/Economic, Exposure Change Prediction

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Children, Elderly, Low Socioeconomic Status, Racial/Ethnic Subgroup

Other Racial/Ethnic Subgroup: Indigenous populations

Other Vulnerable Population: Pre-existing medical conditions; Women

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Long-Term (>50 years)
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